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. "ſin-German, and the particular Friendſhip which-Fa- 
b YER | 


a 


Mr. MONTAGU's 


FIRST 


' Paris. Jan. 11,167; 
My Lord, 


&-/7 Have not had: the Honour of anv 
2 trom, your Lordſhip, in Anſwer to 
all thoſe, wherein I gave you the beſt 
account I could of matters here, by 
the Expreſs I fent. Nor indeed could. 
I expe&t his: Majeſty could take any 
ſuckien reſolution in matters of to 
great moment. E : 
The occaſion of my giving you this trouble, 1s, to 
give- you the velt light I can into the reaſon of Mr. de 
Ruvieny's Sons Jouiney into £Eng/and, who will be 
there perhaps as ſoon as thus Letter. It his Father's age 


would have permitted it, I believe they would have ſent 


him ; fo they have choſen the Son, who is to make uſe 
of Lights his Father will give him, and by the near 
relation he hath to my Lady Yavghan, who 1s his Cou- 
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ther and Son have with Mr. W:ll;am Ruſſel, he is to be | 
1ntroduced into a great commerce with the Malecon- 


rented Members of Parliament, and inſinuate what they 
ſhallthink fit to croſs your Meaſures at Court, if they 
ſhall prove difagreeable here: Whilſt Mr. Bari/on goes 


on in his ſmooth civil way. 


I thought it -my duty to his Majeſty, to give your 
Lordſhip this account, though I have not explained ' 
this matter ſo much in my Letter to the Secretary ; 


wherefore I hope you will let this be ſeen by none but 
his Majeſty. What Iknow farther of this, or any thing 


 Elfe, you ſhall always be acquainted with.. 'They are 


here in great pain, till it be known what will become- 
of the Parliament, anddo not ſtick to fay, If that be put 
off for a month, they doubt not ofa Peace. Iam with 


all reſpect, - 
My Lord, 
Tour Lordſbig s 


Moſt obedient aud humble Servant, 


R. Montagu. - 


Mr. MO NTAGT2'SS. 
SEU 
LETTER 


O_ 


eto —_ 


LL 


Paris. Jan. 18. 167 


My Lord, 


Ince T ſealed up my Letter, by my Lord Dunblane, 


I have had one with,me that 1s very exaGQtly, as'can: : 


be, inform'd of moſt things here, and hath told me 
the reaſonof Ruvigny's Journey. 


His chief Errand is, to let the King know,. that the 


King ob France did hope he was ſo-firm to him,. as not 
to be led away by the Grand Treaſurer ; who was an 


ambitious man,and,to keep himſelt well with the people, 


would gratifie their inclinations by leading his Maſter 
unto. an unreaſonable War againſt France. That as for 


money, if he wanted it, he ſhould have what he would. 


from hence. 


His inftruCtions are, it this does not take, by the: 
means of W:/. *Rufſel, and other diſcontented people, 
ta. give a great deal of money, and croſs all your-mea-- 


{ures at Court. 


When he gives you his Fathers Letter of Recom-: 
: mendarion : | 


what they offer, and I darean 
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(6) 


mendation, - you- cannot chuſe but be very kind to him, 
ſince the chief part of his journey 15 to do you ſo good 


offices. My Lord, if I might be worthy to give my 


adviſe, who ſee things upon theplace, there could be 
nothing better done, then after he hath been two days. 


in Erg/and, tor the King to give you order to tell Mon- 
ſiear Barilon, that he knows Ruvizny hatha Relation 
and Commerce with people ill afte&ted to the Govern- 
ment ; and would be thereiore glad to have him retire. 
You cannot imagine how it would damp them here, 
when they ſhall ſee their little tricks do not paſs upori 
1S, 
Andold Ruvieny, that values himſelf upon knowing 
['ng/and, and having ſaved ſo much money as he had 
( by what I told you formerly \ order to give, hath 
given it them for a Maxim, That they muſt diminiſh 
your Credit, before they can do any good in England. 
But ſince their chief quarrel to you 1s, the being ſo 
true to your Maſters Intereſf, I am ſure he 1s too juſt. 
to let them do you anv hurt. Ns 
It the King 1s for a War, you know what to do ; if 
he: hearkens to their money, be tang to let me know 
wer, to get our Maſter 
as much again: for Barilor's orders are to make the mar- 
ket as low as he can. 1am, &c. 


R, Montagg. 


C7 
THE 


-. LORD TREASURERS 


$ PEEC "L 


In the Houſe of P EERS, upon 


an Impeachment of High-Treaſon, Ge. 


brought up againſt his ' Lordſhip by the. 


Houle of Commons. Decem. 23. 1678: 


My Lords,. 


== that liberty to me, which is the pri- 


= any accuſation .that is brought againſt 


what hath been newly. read againſt my eli. 


I confeſs I ſhould have heard this charge with hor-- 
rous, if the matter of it had keen true ; but I thank . 
God, I know my innocency to beſo preat, that it pro- - 


"refs me from all fort of fear, but that of lying under 


fo black a CharaCter,;. as may bebelieved by thoſe that - 
cannot hear my defexice ; though I have the confidence - 
to think that it 1s not truly | believed in thehearts'of the- 
greateſt part of thoſe that have been! formed apainft | 


I 0 | 


me. 


92 Hope you will notenter upon any o-- 
ther. buſineſs betore you have given 


i: viledp of every Peer, to be-heard upon - 


. him, though of far leſs moment | than : 
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I - »**T. malt needs confeſs that I thought my ſelf the laſt 
|. man in this Kingdomthatſhould ever have been in dan- 
| - "ger of being accuſed for Treaſon, becauſe I know 


'. no. man that abhors it more, and that would purſue it 
morevigorouſly than my ſelf, again{t any that ſhould be: 
"guilty of it. Nay to ſuch a degree1is my Deteſtation 
*of-that Crime, that were I ſure the deareſt Child I 
have were guilty of it, I would willingly be his Exe- 
conecr. -*- | 
'_ _ My Lords, I know this is not the time for me to en- 
ter regularly upon my defence, becauſe I know your 
. Lord{hips will firſt order me a Copy of my Charge, 
and . appoint me a time for my Vindication; when I 
| doubt not but to do it to the tull fatisfattion of your 
'' _ Lordſhips and of all the World. In the meantimeT 
3 will only beg leave to obſerveto your Lordſhips, that 
"ſ thoſe Articles in this Charge which can ſeem to have any 
; | - thingof Treaſonin them, have their Anſwer fo obvi- 
L) | ous, that there is very little in them whuch .may .not 


Cl | be anſwered by many others as well as my felt, and 
'' ſome of them by every man in the Kingdom. | 
185 "The firſt, which is the aſſuming Regal Power, I con- 


fe Idonot underſtand ; having never'in my lite done 
any, thing of great moment, either at. home, or re- 
lating to Foreign matters, for which I have not always 
had His Majeſties' Command. And although Tam tar 
from. having been the moſt cautious man in taking care 
for my own ſecurity, ( which perþaps my great inne&> - 
cence. hath been the cauſe of ) yet I have not been ſo * 
wanting of common prudence, as.in the moſt material 


\s 
. 


Things not to have had His Majeſties Orders and Di- 
rections under His own Hand, and particularly for the 
Lettersnow made uſe of againſt me. . . 

The ſecend Ithinkdoth ſcarce need my giving any | 

Fo. anſwer - 


(9) 
anſwer to; -it being obvious, that the Army was no 
more raiſed by me, than by every Lord in this Houle : 
And who-evyer. is in that Station which I hold, muſt 
certainly be a Fool, to deſire any thing which creates a 
want of Money, eſpecially. ſo great an one; as the 
Charge of an Army mult neceſſarily and immediately 
produce, And tor one part of the Article concerning the 
Pay-Maſter of the Army, it is in fact otherwile. for 


ſecurity from the Pay-Maſter has been taken in the ſum 


of tour hundred thouſand pounds. 

The third is of the ſame nature with the firſt, and 
comes from the ſame foundation, which 1s, What a 
Gentleman hath thought fit to produce to the Houſe 
of Commons. I will not now cenſure his aCtion, I 
think it. will do enough for its ſelf ; I will onely fay, 
That. although I take it for one of the greateſt misfor- 
tunes which can befall a man, to lieunder ſuch a Charge 
of the Houſe of Commons, yet' I would much fooner 
chooſe to be under that unhappineſs, than under his 
Circumſtances. | 


Thefourth Article is not onely falſe in every part of 


it, but it is not poſſible to believe it true, without my 


being the greateſt Fool on Earth, as well as the blackeſt 


Villain. For were I capable of fuch a wickedneſs, yet 
the more wicked any man is, the more he is carried to 
his own intereſt ; and is it poſſible any thing under 


Heaven can agree lefs with my Intereſt, than the de- 


 Nruction ofthis King ? CanlT poſſibly hope to be better 
thanTam2?. and is it not apparent, thar there 1s not one 
man living, whoſe happineſs oppents ſo much as mine 

upon the preſervation of his Perſon ? | 
My Lords, Iknow thereis not a man in the world, 
that can in his heart think me guilty of that part of the 
Article, if I ſhould fay nothing to it. Bur beſides, I 
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(10) 
was ſo far from concealing this Iciliſh Plot, that itts no- 
roriouſly known, His Majeſty fent me tlie firſt notice of 
it, together with Forty three Heads of the Information, 
etore I knzw a ſyllable of it from any body elle: And 
it hath been own'd at the Barof the Houſe of Commons 
by him, | from whom oneiy I had the Intelligence ) 


that he had all tie encouragement and diſpatch 


from me that I could givehim. ' Beſides, when it was 
diicloſed to the Council-board, he told ſome of the 
Clerks ofthe Council, as he had done me divers times 
zefore that it would have been much better, and more 


- would have bcendiſcovered, if it had been longer kept 


private. Beſides this, I had the fortune to be particu- 
larlv inſtrumentalin ſeifing Mr. Coleman's Papers, with- 
ont- which care, there had not one of them appear'd, 
and conſequently, the beſt and moſt material Evidence 
which 1s yet of the Plot, 'had been wholly wanting. 
And certainly this 1s the firſt time that any man was 
accuſed to be the Concealer of that Plot, whereot he hath 
been a principal means of procuring the diſcovery. _ 

For that part of the Article that fays, I am Popiſhly 


afteted, I thank God, that the contrary is ſo known 
to all the world, that even ſome of thoſe that Voted 


againſt me, did own their knowledge of the falſity of 
that Allegation ; and I hopel have through my whole 
life given fo good teſtimony of my Religion, both in_ 
my own Family, and by my Services to the Church, 
(when-ever it hath lain in my power ) that I ſhall not 
nzc&d much vindication 1n that particular: and I hope 
your Lordſhips will forgive me my weakneſs, in telling 
you, that I have a younger Son in the Houſe of Com- 
mons, whoml ſhall love the better ſo long as I live, for 
moving to have that part of the Articleto ſtand againſt 
me, that by that pattern 1t might appear, with he-1 
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ſort of zeal the: whole hath been carried to my prejudice. 
The fitth Article will, upon examination, appear to. 


be as ill-grounded as any of the reſt; and Tam torry I 
am able to give one reaſon, which 1s, that I have known 
no Treaſure in my time to waſte, having entred upon an 
empty Treaſury, and never feen one farthing given to 
His Majeſty ( 1n almoſt fix years ) that hath not been 
appropriated to particular uſes, and ſtrictly ſo applied 
by me, as the Acts have directed. And there hath not 
been one of thoſe Aids which, in ſtead of giving the 
King Money, hath not coſt him more out of his own 
Purſe, to the ſame uſes, as doth appear by the larger 


dimenſions of the new Ships, and 1o in other things : 


inſomuch that I take upon methe vanity to fay, That 
by the Payments I have made to the Navy and Sea- 
men, beyond former times; the paying off the greateſt 
part of the Debt which was ſtoptin the Exchequer be- 
tore my time ; by my own punctuality in the courſe of 
" Payments, and by other things which I am able to 


ſhew, I doubtnot but to appear Meritorious inſtead of 


being Criminal upon that Article, 
As to the ſixth Article, which mentions my great 
Gettings, I cannot deny, but that I ſerve a Maſter, 
whoſe Goodneſs and Bounty hath been a great deal 
more to me than I have deſerved, and to whom I can 
neverpay Gratitude enough by all the Services of m 
life. But when the particulars of thoſe Gettings ſhall 
appear, it will be tound very contrary to what is ſugge- 
ſted abroad; and that in near ſix years time in this 
Great Place, I have not got halt that, which man 
others have got in leſſer Places in half that time. And 
from the examination of this, which I deſire may be 
ſeen, there will ariſe matter to accuſe my prudence, in 
not having done for my Family what juſtly I might, 
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but nothing to arraign either my Honour, my Con- 
ſcience, or my faithful Service to the Crown. | 

My Lords, if my obedience to the King ſhall not be 
my crime, I think nothing elſe will ſtick upon me from 
theſe Articles : For my own heart flatters-me to believe 
that I, have done nothing but as a true Proteſtant, and 
a faithful ſervant both to my King and Countrey. Na 
E am as Confident, as that now I fpeak, that had I 
either been a Papiſt or Friend to the French, I had not 
been' now accuſed. For I have reaſon to believe that 
the principal Informer of the Houſe of Commons hath 
been aſſiſted by French advice to this accuſation ; and it 
the Gentleman were as juſt to produce all he knows 


' for me, as he hath been malicious to ſhew what may be 


lyable to miſconſtruttion againſt me, or rather againſt 
the King ( as indeed it is ) no man could Vindicate me 
more than himſelf, Under whoſe hand T have to ſhew, 
how great an Enemy to France I am thought, how 
much I might have had to have been otherwiſ?, and 
what he himſelf might have had for getting me to take 
it. But Ido not wonder this Gentleman will do me no 
right, when he does not think fit to do it to his Ma- 
jetty ( upon whom chiefly this matter muſt reflect. ) 
Although he knows, as will appear under his hand, 
that the greateſt invitations to his Majeſty for having 
money from France, have been madeby himſelt; that 
it his Majeſty would have been tempted for money, he 
might have {old Towns for as much as it they had been 
his own,and the money have been conveyed as privately 
as he pleaſed : That his Majeſty might have made 
matches with Franceif he would have conſented to give 
them Towns ; and yet, that the King hath always ſcorn- 
ed to. yield the meanelt Village, that was not agreed to 
by the Spaniard and Zollauder. That Gestleman © 

often 


often pretended how much his own intereſt in France 
was diminiſhed, only by being thought my friend. And 
beſides diverſe other inſtances I have under his hand to- 
ſhew the malice of the French Court againſt me, 
I ſent two of his Letters to the Houſe of Commons, 
which ſhew how Monſieur Ruvieny was ſent hither on 
purpoſe to ruine me; which I am well aſſured at this 
time they would rather ſee, than of any one man 1n 
Enzland, Beſides what that Gentleman could fay 'of 
this kind, ( it he pleaſed ) I hope his Majeſty avill 
give me leave ( in my defence | to fay in his Preſence 
 andinthe hearing of diverſe Lords, with whom I have 
tze Honour to fit in the Committee of Foraign Aﬀeairs, 
that, which were it not true, his Majeſty muſt think me 
the impudenteſt and worſt of Men to affirm betore him, 


That ever fince I had the Honour to ſerve his Majeſty | 


to this day, I have delivered it as my conſtant opinion, 


that France was the worſt Intereſt his Majeſty could. 


embrace, and that they were the Nation in the World. 
from whom I did believe, he ought to apprehend the 
greateſt danger : and who have both” his Perſon and 
Government under the laſt degree of Contempt. For 
which Reaſon alone ( were there no other ) I would. 
never adviſe his Majeſty to truſt to their friendſhip. _ 

My Lords, tis my great happineſs, that your Lord- 
ſhips are my Judges : whoſe Wiſedom and Juſtice are 
ſo. great, that you will both diſcern the truth of the 
Evidence when 1t ſhall come before you, and in the mean: 
time diſtinguith truly,what the Crimes are(it they could. 
be proved ) and not what they are called, For this. 
reaſon this Houle hath Wiſely provided to have the | 5 


cial matter before them, to the end they may be ſatisfied. < 


_ whether the Charge have its right denomination; for 
otherwife it were to no purpoſe to defireſpecial matter, 
| unleſs. 
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unleſs it were to ſee whether the ſpecial matter alledged 
be what it is called. Astfor example, it a man were 


accuſed for havingTraiterouſly paſled the River ina pair 


of Oars, this is ipecial matter, and filed Treaſon by 
inſerting the word Traiterouſly ; yet your Lordſhips 
would not therefore proceed as taxing it tor Treaſon. 
So in this caſe, I beg tor all your Lorathips ſakes as 
well as my own, that you will pleaſe to uſe taat caution 
which will be neceliary for all your Lorditups fatety 
and feats in this Houſe : For I beiecch your Lordſhips 


'to conſider, whither ſuch a Preſident may go here- 


after ? What the Houſe ot Commons may do in ſuch 
a caſe, there is no Queſtion, but his Majeſty may do 
the ſame by his Attorney ; and what either of them 
may do againſt one Lord, they may do againſt more; 
(and we have ſeen it done in our days againtt all the 
Bifhopsat once. Were it not very precariouſly then, that 
your Lordſhips hold your feats here, when by either of 
theſe ways, as many of your Lordihips as for a time 
it might be Convenient to remove, ſhould be at the 
mercy of having a thing called Treaſon, whether it 
be1o or no. Re, 

Truly, my Lords, I have reaſon to believe that in 
the Houſe of Commons, the matter of my Charge 
(1t proved ) was not thought to amount to Treaſon 
either by Statue or Common Law; and I hope your 
Lordſhips have too fad an Example in your memory, e- 


' ver to afliſt the making of Treaſon by accumulation. 


I ſhould therefore not only wrong my own 1nno- 
cence, but the right of the Peers, to fubmit to anſwer 
matters of miſdemeanour, as a Criminal in Treaſon. 

_ My Lords, I wonder not at the malicious proſecu- 
tion of thoſe who would have me taken for what they 
truly are. For I am well aſſured, that neither the 
Prench 


(x 


4 


FA 


"_ 

oY IP 

4 5 WA. 
# Pu WOE. 
q 1:28 


——_ _ 
ET es urine Sernes..; a +5 =; 4 T __ n 
. _ —W: 


C15) 

French take me to be of their Intereſt, nor the Papiſts 

to be of their Religion : But I am troubled to fall un- 

der ſo ſevere a Cenſure of the Houſe of Commons, 

although I cannot blame them, but my accuſers who 
haveſo wrongfully informed them. 

My Lords, I will conclude with this comfort, that 


I do not in the leaſt apprehend tne matter of my Charge 


under the ſecurity of your Lordſhips Juſtice ; and will 
therefore trouble your Lordſhips no longer at this time, 


but only to pray your Directions, whether I am to 


A 


withdraw, which I ſhall readily obey. 
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